* AMER FTA * 


THE 


END and DESIGN | 


PRAYER 


The Reaſonableneſs of Praying to an Un- 
: changeably Wile, Powerful, and Good GOD. 


In Anſwer to the Objections of che late EA AI of 
ROC REST ER, Mr. BLounT, My LORD 
| SHAFTSBURY, and other Modern Deifts. 


Ina LETTER to a Friend. 


By G. B E NS 0 N. 


Job xxi. 14, 15. They tl unto God, depart from s, * We 
deſire not the 3 of thy ways. 

What is the Almighty that we ſpou'd ſerve him? And what pro- 

fit moo's we have if we pray unto bim? = 


— 
„ * 4 


1 —— 


* 


C 
Printed for R. HE Tr, at the Bible and Crown in 
the Poultry, near Cheafpfide, 1731. 


THE 
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PRAYER, &c. 


Dear Sir, 


vereſt Examination both among 
nM Friends and Enemies, it was 
(you may remember) the Sub- 


ject of our laſt Converſation; and after I had | 


told you that I cou'd ſee nothing unreaſona- 
ble in praying to an infinitely wiſe, power- 
ful, good and unchangeable Being; you 
. A 2 made 


Le: 
1 
E. 
1 
9 
1 
z 
* 
5 
{$ 
$2) 
7 1 
2 
12 
* 
5 
5 
43 
a» 
: 
ww 
. 
5 
1 
U 


S Religion is now under the ſe- 


— 


2 + x wn offs x 6 . 
rr. 
> | 


6 +. 

made me promiſe to write down * my Sen- 
timents, that you might peruſe them at your 
leiſure, which I now do with all imaginable 
readineſs. 

| You and I have long agreed in this, that 
there can't be a more ſevere Reflection caſt 
upon any thing that goes under the name of 
Religion than the repreſenting it, as ſome- 
thing not fit to be inquired into, and examin'd : 
The Libertines are thereupon ready to inſult, 
and the qu ifitive can't forbear ſuſpecting 
that what is kept in the dark, is unreaſona- 
ble, and can't ſtand the Trial; for Truth 
fears not the Light, but then appears in its 
native Beauty and Luſtre, when moſt curi- 
ouſly pry'd into, and moſt Py laid 
open. 

The Objections of the 6 and the 
| Queries of fudious and inquiſitive Men have 
generally iſſued in the Service of true Reli- 
gion, by giving occaſion to the Pious and 
Learned to ingage in the Cauſe, to clear up 
the Truth, to ſeparate it from Error and 


This Letter was wrote long before Mr. Archer's Eſſay, 
but my learned Friends perſuaded me not to ſuppreſs 
this upon the publiſhing of that, as looking upon them 
not to interfere, but rather mutually to confirm one an- 

other. 


Falſhood, 


% a God of infinite Wiſdom, Goodneſs and 


give you their Objections i in their own Words, 


17 


Falſhood, and to ſet it in the ſtrongeſt point. 


of Light. 
Nor ſhou'd we at this Day have had ſo 


many Difficulties ſolved, had it not been for 


the Attempts of . to overthrow all 
that is Sacred, or for the Queries of the Vir- 


tuous and Inquiſitive, who are always the beſt 
Friends to true Religion The number of - 


rational Believers is thus increaſed ; and that 
confirm'd by Conviction and e which 
was perhaps at firſt receiv d only from a Re- 
verence to our Teachets, N ſome other 
as weak Foundation. 


Among the many Difficulties which Liber- 
tines have ſtarted, this concerning Prayer is 


none of the leaſt, viz. © To what end ſhou'd 


« Power, be petition'd to do what he ſees 
« and knows to be good and proper for any 
« of his Creatures? And how abſurd muſt 
« it be to imagine that ſuch imperfect Be- 
„ ings, as we are, can by our Prayers (or 


cc any thing, that We Can poſſibly alledge) 


« move or perſuade an all-wiſe and 77 


0 changeable Being ? 
But in order to do them Juſtice, 1 will 


Mr. Blount in his Notes upon Apollonius 7. 
his 
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his Life, p. 38. has theſe Words, © Some 
« few of the Heathens uſed no Prayers at all, 
« as thinking that the Deity was not to be 
« moved by Intreaty, or bribed by Sacrifice; 
“ and partly becauſe they held it a Preſump- 
tion in Man to direct God what to do, and 
« what to forbear. 

The Earl of Rocheſter ſcems to haye been 
much of the ſame Opinion; See Biſhop Bur- 
net's Life of the Earl of Rocheſter, p. 53. 
My Lord Shaftsbury (whoſe admirable Wri- 
tings can never be ſufficiently admired upon 
many Accounts, I wou'd have ſaid upon e- 
very Account, if his Lordſhip had not unhap- 
pily imbib'd Wan Prejudices againſt Chriſti- 
anity, and intermixd them with his moſt 
elegant and noble Performances, even tho” 
the Chr;/tian Religion gives the juſteſt and 
moſt ſublime Ideas of that Virtue, after 
which he made ſo curious an Inquiry, and re- 
commends the Imitation of God's moral Per- 
fections, Obedience to his Commands, and 
univerſal Benevolence to Mankind, as the 
ſum and ſubſtance of all ?rue Religion) that 
noble and polite Author in his CharaFeriſticks, 
Vol. I. p. 170. ſays, That the Antients 
« eſteem'd Soliloguy, or Self-Examination, a 

«© more 
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« more religious Work than any Prayers, or 

« other Duty in the Temple. 

In order to anſwer them fairly and fully 
I will make them all due Conceſſions, and 
do grant freely, 

I. That Prayer was not inſtituted to inform 
God of any thing, as if he did not know it 
of himſelt. 

The beſt Foundation in Divinity is to form 
juſt and worthy Notions of the Attributes of 
God. Only allow him to be Omniſcient, and 
this Obſervation is confirm'd beyond Diſpute; 
for tis impoſſible to inform him that knows 
all things, inaſmuch as what is infinite ad- 
mits of no Addition: He that made us, 
knows our Frame, and all our Circumſtances, 
what we are, and what we do; nay, what 
we can be or do, in all poſſible Caſes and 
upon all Sappolitions. 

Upon this Account there's no Occaſion for 
our much ſpeaking; For our heavenly Father Mart vi. 
 knoweth what things we have need of, before" * 
wwe ask him. The Heathens might fancy that 
their Gods wanted to be informed, but this is 
unworthy of him whoſe Underſtanding i is in- 
finite. 

II. Nor was Prayer inſtituted, in order to 
importune infinite Goodneſs, as if it were 


flow 


A: ts 
flow and backward to exert itſelf; or as if 
we cou'd move God by our Importunity to 
depart from his ſteady unchangeable Mea- 
ſures of Counſel and Action. 

No, God is wiſe, and good and unchangea- 
ble, and therefore neither needs to be urged 
to do good when and where tis proper; nor 
can he (upon any Account) be induced to 
vary from the Scheme, which infinite Wiſ- 
dom dictated. | 

Indeed all Compariſons fall ſhort, and ra- 
ther leſſen than aggrandize the thing; but (if 
I may be allowed to compare ſmall things fo 
great) you may as well go to perſuade a 
Rock to melt, or a Mountain to remove 
out of its place, as uſe Words to perſuade 
God to do an unwiſe, unholy, or unjuſt 
Thing. 

That Pathos of Eloquence which wou'd 
move the moſt reſolved and diſpaſſionate 
among Men, cou'd not affect God. Your 
Favourites, Tully and Demoſthenes, cou'd have 
prevail'd nothing in ſuch a Caſe ; neither 
up-lifted Hands, nor diſtilling Eyes, nor 
the moſt moving Rhetoric of Looks, Words, 
or Action, wou'd make any Impreſſion. I 
acknowledge (with Mr. Blount's Heathens } 
that God is not to be moved (in ſuch Caſes) 


by 


[9] 


by Intreaties, nor bribed by Sacrifice; and 


that it wou'd be Preſumption in Man to diret# 


him (in ſuch Inſtances) what to do, or what 
to forbear. And with my Lord Rocheſter, 
that the Deity is not ſo weak a Being as to be 
overcome by Importunities. There's no brib- 
ing, flattering, melting or overawing him ; 
he's of one Mind, and who can turn him? The 
Generality of the Heathens might hope per- 


haps to prevail with their Gods by a clamo- 


rous Importunity, and much Speaking; but 
Chriſtians are forbid ſuch vain Reperitions. 
For our Requeſts can no more alter the 


divine Purpoles, than our Praiſes can add any 


thing to God's Perfection or Happineſs. 

By this Time I ſuppoſe you may fear 
that I have given up the cauſe; and inquire, 
* To what end then ſhou'd we pray at all, 


« if we can neither inform, nor perſuade - 


« GodF In other Caſes we argue for the Rea- 
ſonableneſs of a thing from common Con- 
ſent; and if this will hold (you may al- 


NR 


. 
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* ledge that) it ſeems to be the voice of, 


“ Reaſon, and the prevailing ſenſe of Man- 
« kind, that Men ſhou'd call upon God by 


. 


* 


* Wants, a redreſs of their Grievances, and 
i262 reve Acknowledgment of all their 
B % Merxcies; 


Prayer, and Praiſe, for a ſupply of their 
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ce Mercies; and thus holy Scripture alſo re- 
« preſents the matter, when it adviſes Chri- 
« ſtians, to be careful for nothing but in every 
« thing hy Prayer andSupplication with Thankſ= 
giving to make their Requeſts known unto 
« God; and ſets it forth as a poſſible thing 
« for Man to move God, by intimating that 
C Facob wreſtled, had Power with God and 
« prevail d. That Elias was but a Man, and 
« yet by his Prayer he prevaild with God to 
« with-hold Rain from the Land of Iſrael 
&« three Years and a half; and again he prayed, 
« and the Heavens gave Rain, and the Earth 
« brought forth her Fruit. And has not our 
Lord alſo bid his Diſciples, ask and ye ſhall 
« receive, ſeek and ye ſhall find, knock and it 

& ſhall be opened unto you? confirming it thus, 
for commonly ſuch as ask (imfportunately of 
« Men) receive, and he that earneſily feeketh, 
« at the Hands of his Fellow-Creature, ind. 
c eth, and unto him that knocketh it ſhall be 
« opened; and how much more might ſucceſs 
be hoped for, from the infinitely wiſe and 
affectionate Father of the Univerſe, the 
« common Friend and Parent of all? And a- 
« gain he declared, That whatſoever they 
« ſhou'd ask in his Name, they ſhou'd receive. 
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« 'To this 0 "ang he the Parable of the 
« Woman's troubling the unjuſt Judge, till ſhe 


* 
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the Man that went to borrow Loaves of his 
Friend at Midnight, who alſo prevail'd by 
his Importunity ; and *tis uſual in Scripture 
« to repreſent God as an affectionate Parent, 


. 


A 
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„ liſtening to the Cries of his Children, and 


« mov'd by them. 


As to the common and prevailing Senti- 


ments of Mankind, they are of no Moment, 
unleſs they be founded upon Truth and Rea- 
ſon. And as to your Queries from holy Scrip- 
ture, I anſwer, that God has not a Body, tho 


ſeveral Parts and Members of the humane 


Body be in holy Writ aſcrib'd to him. In 
like manner all humane Paſſions, Defects, 
and Imperfections are to be far remoy'd from 


God, and ſuch Repreſentations to be look'd 
upon, only as Accommodations to our Capa- 


Cities, as humane ways of Speaking, or fa- 
miliar Compariſons by way of Condeſcenti- 


on to us, and to our manner of thinking and 


expreſſing ourſelves. 
For whoeyer wou'd underſtand the holy 


Scriptures, muſt remember that they are cal- 


culated to plant and promote Religion, even 
among the loweſt of Mankind, and as ſuch, 
B 2 their 


obtained her Regueſi; and the Parable of 
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their Language is popular and ſpeaks accor- 
ding to common Appearances. They meck- 
ly condeſcend (as our Bleed Lord did) to in- 
ſiruf the Poor, and that after a moſt eaſy 
and familiar way, ſpeaking of things ſpi- 
| ritual and Divine, in the Language, and af- 
ter the manner of Men. 

Thus, in the Caſe before us, inaſmuch 
as Men want to be informed of the Circum- 
ſtances of the diſtreſſed, and to be impor- 
tund to do Good ; the Sacred Writers, by 
way of Analtgy, apply this to God. Not | 
that he really Events to be inform'd or impor= | 
tun'd to help, where 'tis proper; but only 
that the Events are, in ſome meaſure, alike ; 
viz, God, in all proper Caſes, grants Mercies 
in Conſequence of Mens praying for them, as 
Parents regard the Requeſts of their obedient 
or penitent Children. 

But though the Events be alike (and up- 
on that Account they are ſpoken of in the | 
fame Phraſe, and Manner) yet the Principles, 
from which ſuch Events proceed, are by no 
means alike ; for, earthly Parents are com- 
monly moved by Pity and Sympathy, which 
have a Mixture of Paſſion and Uneaſineſs in 
them. God acts only from pure Reaſon, and 


Jupreme Goodneſs: An earthly Parent may mi- 
ſtake 


171 
ſtake the Caſe, and grant Requeſts, or deny 
them improperly, through an Exceſs of Fond- 
neſs, or for want of natural Affection; but 
unerring Wiſdom and infinite Goodnels 
can never do ſo. So far the Analogy holds, 


that our Heavenly Father (as well as an earth 


ly Parent) beſtows Fayours upon the pray- 
ing and well-diſpoſed, which he with-holds 
from ſuch as are of a different Temper and 
Practice. 

Thus, I think, I have anſwer'd your Que- 
ries from Holy Scripture, and fully vindicated 
my own Conceſſions. 

I therefore now return to the Objections 
which the Sceptics pretend to draw from 
Reaſon. 

But before I proceed to what I reckon the 
chicf End of Prayer and the main Solution of 


their Dificulties, J would propoſe this as one, 
and that no inconſiderable Advantage of Pray- 


er, Viz. that God does hereby moſt graci- 
ouſly condeſcend to our Infirmities, in allow- 
ing, nay, inviting us this way to relieye our 


Hearts, when moſt oppreſſed, by pouring 


out our Moans and Complaints into his Ear, 


as one that is moſt tenderly concern'd for us, 


and kindly and mercifully diſpoſed to re- 
lieye us; for though he knows it as exactly 
toni as 


[ 14 ] 
as we can lay it before him; yet tis a great 
Relief under any preſſing Calamity to unbo. 
{om our ſelves, and give a Vent to the Ful- 
neſs of our Hearts, in the Preſence of a wiſe 
and compaſſionate Friend, even though he 
be perfectly acquainted with the Caſe, and 
all its attending Circumſtances : To talk it 
over to our ſelves, and in perfect Solitude to 
give our diſtreſſed Thoughts Breath and Ac- 
cent, can by no means afford that Relief, 
which the laying it before a kind, powerful, 
and wiſe Friend is capable of affording : And, 
finally, there are many Caſes which it may 
be improper to ſpread before any one, ex- 
cept the infinitely wiſe and beneyolent Ruler 
of all, who conſiders our Frame, who pities 
our Infirmities, and who will not expoſe us, 
nor take any Advantages againſt us from his 

Knowledge of our Diſtreſſes, no, nor of our 
many Crimes and Follies neither, if we do 
but ſincerely repent of them, and carefully 
guard againſt them for the time to come. 
But to return to the main Solution, I would 
ask (though Onmni/cience can't want to be in- 
formed, nor infinite Wiſdom and Goodneſs to 
be importun'd to do what is proper, nor the 
unc hangeable Ruler of the Univerſe alter his 
Counſels or Meaſures of Action; yet) where 
is 


(15) 
is the Abſurdity if we ſhould ſuppoſe that he 
(who has laid the Plan of the natural World — 
] 


in ſuch magnificent Harmony, Order, and 
Proportion ; and that has adjuſted things to 
things in ſuch exact Number, Weight and 
Meaſure) may have laid the Plan of the - 
| ral or rational World in a ſignal and harmo. 
nious Correſpondence to the natural World, 
as well as connected and proportioned the 
ſeveral Parts of the moral Scheme to one an- 
other? And that thus there may be a Diſtin- 
ction frequently made, even in this World, 
between ſuch as pray, and ſuch as neglect it? 
Nay, does not Hiftory, Reaſon, and Ob. F D. 
ſervation evidently ſhow that in ſeveral In- 8 
ſtances tis actually ſo? 7. e. the Events in &. 
the natural World which bring Judgment or I 
Mercy to Mankind, are, by the infinite Wil: 
dom and Power of the Creator and Governour 
of all, ſo calculated, as only to be Conſe- 
quences of his framing the Heavens and the 
Earth, and preſerving their Being and Mo- 

tions in that State and Order, to which (in 
purſuance of their firſt Diſpoſition) they na- 
turally tended?ꝰ 

And yet how exactly do ſuch Cans 

ces happen at the appointed Seaſons, ſo as 
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to reward the Righteous, and puniſh the 
Guilty ? 

To this purpoſe it deſerves to be inquired, 
whether God did not calculate the Structure 

of the primeval Heavens and Earth, ſo as 

greatly to conduce to the Paradiſaical Hap. 
pineſs, to bleſs Man in his State of Innocence 
and Integrity? And afterwards as remarka- 
bly ſuit the Courſe of Nature to the State of 
things, 7o curſe the Earth with Barrenneſs, 
as a juſt Judgment upon the Diſobedient ? 

Did he not by the particular Conſtitution 
of the Heavens and the Earth before the 
Flood, occaſion the Morld, that then was, to 
periſh by an aniver/al Deluge, when the Earth 
was degenerate, and all Fleſp had corrupted 
their Mays? 

* And did he not very wonderfully, by 
the like Appointment, cauſe a Volcano to 


* Tf any of theſe Inſtances be found to be miraculons, 
and not the Conſequences of the original Plan of Creation 
(as indeed I am not poſitive, and therefore have propoſed 
them as Queries) tis only placing them under the Head 
of Interpcſition; and leaving every one to ſubſtitute what 
Inſtances he finds to be juſt and well grounded; for (tho 
I may not have hit upon them) I'm perſuaded there are 
numberleſs Inſtances of ſuch an Harmony, which lay open 
clearly ro ſuperior Beings, tho' the Film upon our Eyes 
in this ſtate of Darkneſs and Imperfection may intercept 
the glorious Proſpect. 

break 


[ 27 i 
break out in a dreadful Shower of Fire and 
Brimſtone, in the very place where Sodom and 


Gomorrha ſtood, ſwallowing them up ſudden- 


ly, together with two neighbouring Cities, juſt 
when their Sins were grown to an enormous 
height ? 

And who, without the ſtrongeſt We 
can obſerve, how by the ſame wiſe and 


over-ruling Providence, he made way for 


the ſpread of the Chriſtian Doctrine (when 
the Time fixed in the Scheme of divine 
Providence, and pointed out by antient 


Prophecies, was fully come) by the great 
_ Increaſe of Knowledge, and the eaſy Inter- 


courſe thro' the Roman Empires 

And, may not the Fruitfulneſs of the Land 
of Canaan when it was propoſed as a Reward 
to 1/rael's Obedience, and its preſent Barren- 
neſs, when no ſuch End is to be anſwered 
thereby, be confider'd as another inſtance of 
the Harmony which is founded in the Plan 


of Creation or Providence between the material 


and rntelligent World? And finally, arc 
there not a great many Inſtances to per- 
ſuade ns, that God has made the preſent 


Earth of ſuch a Frame and Structure, as 
that it tends towards a Conflagration (as na- 


turally as the Antedeſroian Harth tended to- 
$ wards 


[18] 
wards an «iverſal Deluge) and that it will 
actually blaze out, when the affairs of Pro- 
vidence are prepared for it, and the Inhabi- 


tants of this cart hly Globe are ripe for Judg- 


ment or Mercy? NO, 
Thus has the vaſt, the incomprehenſible 
Wiſdom of God adapted the natural and mo- 
ral World one to another, ſo as to run hand 
in hand, and correſpond in their great Criſes, 
and Hove more remarkable Conjunctures: 


And a cloſe Obſerver will find it ſo in many. 


Caſes of a more particular Nature! Thus 
the vicious and looſe (who are generally. 
the Contemners of Prayer and Devotion) are 
puniſhed with ſeveral Diſeaſes and Diſaſters, 


to which the pious, and the temperate are 


not expoſed; the raſh, the paſſionate, and 
the proud are more obnoxious to Exils 


than the religious and meek, the humble and 


reſign' d; and the ſame holds good in many 
other Caſes. Well, and if God have thus 


laid the Plau of the moral World, then he 
may be anchangeable, and yet grant Favours 


in anſwer to Prayers, which Favours he 
wou'd have granted to none but the Spplj- 
cant, Nay, upon this Suppoſition, he wou'd 
de changeable, and vary from his Scheme, if 
he <qually regarded the praying and the 
praperleſs, Such 
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Such a notion of the original Plan of things 


ad vances the Glory of God, and magnifies 
his Knowledge and Wiſdom, Goodneſs and 


Power to a ſtupendoùs Degree, inaſmuch“ it 


implies his foreſeeing who wou'd pray and who 
wou'd not pray, and when and with what Pro- 
priety and Sincerity every Prayer wou'd be of- 
fered up, that ever ſnou'd be made upon Earth, 
from the Creation to the Conſummation of all 


Things. And that he has calculated a Scheme 


that is large enough to take in an inconceiva- 
ble variety of Caſes, and in the common courſe 


of things very frequently to proportionBleſſings 


to the Frequency, Propriety and Sincerity of 


every Man's Petitions. 


This I call the Plau of Creation. 


But tis altogether reaſonable to think that 
God has alſo appointed his own Interpoſition 
(either mediately or immediately) in fome 


particular Caſes, as part of the original Plan 
of his Providence over #his Earth; becauſe no 


* Note, Bur, ſuppoſe the Preſcience of contingent Events 


ſhould be looked upon as contradiftory and abſurd, 'rwill 


be all one to the preſent Solution; for *tis only conſi- 
dering the great and wiſe Governour of the World, as ſteadily 
reſolved to deal with Men according to their Conduct, 
whenever or by what means ſocver he comes acquainted 
therewith. Though I muſt confeſs that for my own part I 
can ſee no Incenſiſtency between the Divine Preſcience and 
Haman Liberty. 8 | | 

C2: Scheme 
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E 
Scheme (perhaps) can be fo calculated as to 
reach the deſigned End, without the divine 
Inter poſition in ſome particular Caſes and Con- 
junctures: Nor is this any more than what 
is unavoidable, where the temporal intereſts 
of Men are ſo ſrequently oppoſite and incon- 
ſiſtent. Not but that I reckon the divine In- 
terpoſition * to be rare and unuſual, and only 
where the Caſe does more eminently require 
it; andam thoroughly convinced, that nei- 
ther the natural courſe of things in conſequence 
of the Plau of Creation, nor that divine In- 
ter poſition (which is only a part of the Plan 
of Providence) does always make a Diſtinc- 
tion between the Righteous and the Wicked in 
this preſent ſtate of things, which only argues 
that the Scheme of Providence reaches into an- 
other State; and in this inlarged View we may 
affirm that God will put a thoro' and univer- 
ſal Diſfinfion between them that ſeek his 
Face, and them that ſeek it not. 

To fer this matter in a different Light, I 
wou'd further obſerve, that among Men there 
is a certain Temper and Diſpoſition of Mind 
which a wiſe Giver expects in ſuch as he fa- 
wours; and that without a regard thereto, 


* Nec Deus inter ſi t, Miſi dignus vindice nodus 
Inciderit. Horat, Ep. ad Piſon. 
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Bounty and Beneficence wou'd be Weak. 
neſs and Imprudence: Will a Wiſeman be 
as kind to the careleſs, the preverſe and the 
ungrateful, as. to the ſupplicant, the modeſt, 
the humble and the grateful ? Till the erer- 


nal, unalterable relations of things ceaſe, God 


can't be ſuppoſed to love the impious and 


diſobedient, as well as the pious, the peni- 
tent, the virtuous, and the ſupplicant. 

If therefore it can be made appear that 
Prayer tends to plant and cheriſh this Tem- 
per and Diſpoſition in Man, which God loves, 
and for which in the Scheme of Providence he 


has provided Bleſſing and Mercy ; and that 


the neglect of Prayer is uſually attended 
with the contrary Diſpoſition, of which God 


diſapproves, and for which in the Scheme 
of Providence he has provided Puniſhments, 


Then the Difficulty vaniſhes at once; and 
there's no Contradiction in ſaying, that an 


unchangeable God may anſwer Prayers; nay, 


that 'tis reaſonable for Men, and their plain 
Duty, to pray to a wiſe and good God, inal- 
much as they are thereby made more meet 
to partake of his Favours. 

The Rational and Apoſtolic Diſtinction ofour 
Duty is into that of Godlineſs, Righteouſneſs,and 
Sobriety; or in other Words, our Duty towards 
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God, towards our Neighbour, and towards our 


 Selves: For tho! we may in ſome Senſe be ſaid 


to bear ſome Relation to the whole Univerſe, as 
we are the Inhabitants of this Earth, and this 
Earth a part of the Planetary Syſtem, and this 


Sytem only a part of the Univerſe that bears 


ſome Relation to other Syſtems; yet as the o- 


ther Planetary Syſtems are at ſuch an immenſe 


Diſtance, yea and the Globes of this our Syſſem 
are ſo far ſeparated, we have no knowledge 
of what paſles there, nor conſequently any 
Duty ariſing from thence. 


And, tho' we allow that Angels may in 


| many Caſes guard and aſſiſt us, yet their A. 


gency is ſo commonly. according to the na- | 


_ tural courſe of things, and their Preſence at 
any particular time ſo uncertain, that the Re- 
lation between ns and them is more rarely 
brought into the Account: Tho' Reverence 
is unqueſtionably due to ſaperiour Beings, 


when 'tis known that they are preſent, and 


Gratitude is always due to the beneyolent, 
and more eſpecially to our Benefactors: But 
tho' the Preſence of finite Beings is not ſo 


eaſy to be diſcoyer'd, when they themſelves 
are inviſible and their Actions not diſtinguiſh- 


able from the common courſe of Nature, yet 
we may be alfred that God is always pre- 
ſent, 
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9 
ſent, tho' inviſible, becauſe he is neceſſarily. 
ſo; Men are frequently preſent with us and 
viſible, and can ſhare in the effects of our Be- 
haviour, tho' abſent ; .and we ourſelves are 
compounded of Body and Spirit, which bear 
a mutual Relation to one another, and require: AF 
mutual Duties. | | 
Taking this therefore for a juſt and com- 
prehenſi ve Diſtinction of our Duty; we ſhall 
briefly go over each of the Branches, to ſhow. 
what a practical Influence Prayer has upon e- 
very one of them, and how much it diſpoſes 
Men to a more watchful and conſtant Diſ- 
charge of every part of their Duty. 
By much thinking upon any thing we com- 
monly grow better acquainted with it; and 
of all Knowledge, the Knowledge of £206 - - 
is to be purſued, for it leads to Life eternal. Foe xvii, 
I is impoſſible to pray without thinking up- 3: 
on God, the great Object of religious Wor- 
ſhip: And J am perſuaded, that tis very 
much owing to Prayer, that the Being of a 
God is ſo generally known and acknowledged. | 
From conſidering that there is a God, 
we naturally paſs on to conſider the Relati- [ 
| a 
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on between him and us. 
« 'This is the Air f Cauſe of me, and of all 
® things from whom [ receiy'd my Being and 1 
| CL * all 


i 
Q all my Powers and Faculties; and upon 
« whom I depend eyery Moment ! 'The om- 
* nipreſent, omniſcient, and omnipotent Law- 
« giver and judge! My kind Benefactor, 
c who ſuſtains me, and provides for me, ob- 
« ſerves my whole Deportment, and is a 
« conſtant Witneſs to all I think, and ſpeak, 
and do! Juſtice requires that I imploy my 
« Being, Powers and Faculties, and all my 
* Tnjoyments agreeably to the Will of my 
Creator and Benefactor, my Law-giver 
and my judge, 7. e. rationally, or piouſly 
and virtuouſly ! Wiſdom requires that I 
« ſhould imitate the moſt perfect Being, to | 
ce the beſt of my Abilities; and Gratitude re- 
c quires, that I ſhould pleaſe my beſt Friend 
« as much as I can!” pn 

Now Homage, and Honour, Imitation and 
Obedience are the beſt Oblations I can of- 
fer him! An humble well-diſpoſed Heart, 
and a pious prudent Lite, are Sacrifices with 
which his Soul is always well pleaſed. 

Such intenſe and frequent thinking upon 
God muſt enlarge our Knowledge of him, 
and tend to impreſs his Image and Similitude; 


cc 
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and methinks we ſhould be glad to know, | 


and make uſe of, the proper Means to ob- 
tain ſo very valuable an End; for we are 


more 


more concern'd to make him our Friend, who 
has the Diſpoſals of the Rewards and Puniſh- 
ments of another State, than the greateſt Ma. 
le factor can be to procure the Friendſhip of 
any earthly Judge. Let the wicked ſeri- 
ouſly, and for ſome time, try the Influence 
and Efficacy of daily Prayer ; and they'll find 
it will do more towards reforming them, 

then all their admired Heathen Authors, or 


the boaſted Power of Philoſophy : For when we, 


in an humble and compoſed manner, ad- 
dreſs ourſelves to God by Prayer, it not only 
diverts the Thoughts at preſent, from Sin 
and Folly (which the turning to any Buſineſs 
or Amuſement might, in ſome Meaſure do,) 
but devout Projer has allo an apt Tendency 
to root up the Loye of Sin, and to plant 
in its ſtead, good Diſpoſitions, and virtuous 
Deſires. 

As toour Duty towards our Neighbour, Prayer 
does likewiſe influence us to the Diſcharge of 
this Part of our Duty; for this comes recom- 
mended to us both as the Will of God, and 
the Benefit of Mankind. Now, Prayer not 
only compoſes the Soul, to the Thonghtfulneſs 
and Deliberation (which is the moſt proper 
Frame for conſidering all Obligations, ) but 
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it likewiſe reduces the Mind to Reſignation, 
and a flexible Temper, ſo as to incline us to 
have Reſpect unto all God's Commandments, and 
among theſe Juſtice and Charity are none of 
the leaſt. And, Prayer does not only cheriſh 
this general good Diſpoſition ; but that part 
of Prayer commonly called Interceſſion does 
more immediately tend to plant and cheriſh 
Love, which is the fulfilling of the Lau 

As for Inſtance —— Do I pray for an Ene- 
my? This muſt make, or ſuppoſe, me in- 
clin'd to forgive him. Do I pray for Friends? 


This implies that I continue to wiſh them 


well, and ſtrengthens the ſacred Bands of 
Friendſhip, refines and exalts the noble Paſ- 
lion, and makes it Chriſtian and Divine, lays 
the Foundation deeper, and is the moſt pro- 
per Method to make it ſincere and everlaſting. 
Do 1 pray for all Mankind ? This enlarges or 
maintains my Charity and Benevolence to- 
wards all ſuch as are of that Nature, of which 
I have the Honour to partake, and cheriſhes 
my Diſpoſition to do any of them good as they 
fall in my Way, but eſpecially to the ſincere- 
ly virtuous, and holy. 
Do I pray for Superiours, Inferiours, or 
Equals ? 'This were to trifle with the great 
God, 


God, if it were not accompanied with Reſolu- 
tions of filling up all Relations in Life with 
proper Duty. Prayers for the Afflicted, when 


rational and fincere, are accompany'd with 
what Succour and Relief we can conveniently 
afford them. And when we petition God to 
inſtruct the ignorant, reclaim the wicked, or 


make the righteous perſevere, tis our Duty 


to uſe Endeayours (as well as Prayers,) for 
promoting ſo deſirable a Work: He that con- 
verteth a Sinner from the Errour of his Hay; 
doth fave a Soul from Death, and hide a A 
tude of Sins. 

As to our Duty towards our ſelves, as we 
are a Compound of Soul and Body, TOO re- 
minds us of our Duty towards both; 
chiefly to mind the Affairs of the Soul . 
in Subordination chereto the Affairs of the 
Body. 
Confeſſion of Sin 1 our Faults to Mind, 
and may well make us ſorry and aſhamed, 
and ſincerely to reſolve to act another part. 

Petitions for Mercy teach us our own weak 
and dependent State, and may humble us, 


and ſhould make us look for help from 


above, and to act as * dependent 
Beings. 
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Praiſe and 8 ſecretly reproach 
us that we have made no better Returns for 
ſo many and ſuch great Favours, and point 
out what ought to be our ſuture Conduct. 

He that daily goes to God by Prayer has 
a daily Check upon his Conſcience, and a 
daily Spur to Repentance, Care, and Watch- 


fulneſs ; he lives as 'twere under the Eye of 


the ſupreme Ruler, which (if any thing can) 
will make him circumſpect. If ſuch a one 
can't find out the Bent and Inclination of his 
own Heart, and the 'Tenour and Habit of his 


_ own Life, — No Man can. And if he don't 


prefer the Soul to the Body, rational to ſen- 
ſual Enjoyments, and Eternity to the things 
of Time, his Prayers are vain, and his Ex- 
pectations vain. 


The Sum of what has been faid comes 10 this. 


Infinite unerring Wiſdom, uncontroulable 
Power, and ſuperlative Goodneſs have fixt, 
unalterably fixt, the Terms of Acceptance, 
with which Terms the Creature is made ac- 
quainted : And as they eventually comply 
or diſobey, their Requeſts are finally heard, 
or deny'd; and they themſelyes rewarded or 
puniſhed, If daily Prayer cheriſh in any Man 
ſuch a pious Diſpoſition, then God will hear 


and | 
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and anſwer him, not becauſe he puts up“ 
now and then a few Petitions, but becauſe 
the Petitions he puts up either model his 
Heart (or flow from an Heart already mo- 
dell'd) to ſuch a Frame and Diſpoſition as 
the wiſe and good Governour of all may ra- 
tionally expect in ſuch as partake of his Fa- 
yours. 8 9 5 


If ſuch a Perſon be deny'd any particular 


Requeſt, he'll in the End be no Loſer by itz 
for all things work together for his good, and 


what of Injoyment he wants in this preſent 
State of Trial and Diſcipline, ſhall be abun- 


dantly made up to him in a future and bet- 


ter State; the Scheme of Providence being fo 


calculated, as to reach beyond the preſent 
State of Exiſtence, We need not wonder 
then, that good Men do ask many things in 
this Life, which God does not think proper to 

* func collatis precibus adoramus, ah hoc juſta, J onbſta, 
O auditu ſjus condigna depeſcimus; non quo ipſe diſideret ſuf- 
plices nos eſſe, aut aniet ſuliſterni tot milliunm venerationem vi- 
dere. Utilitas hes noſtru eft, & commodi noſeri Rationem ſpec- 
tans. Nam quia froni ad Culpas, & ad Libidinis varios ad- 


petitus witio ſumus Infirmitatis ingenite, patitur ſe ſemper no- 


ſtris Cogitationitus concipi, ut dum lum oramus, & mereri 


ejus contendimus Munera, accipiamus Innocentiæ coluftaton, H 


ab omni nos Labe, delictorum omnium amputatione, purgenns. 


Arnob. I. 1. p. 18. 
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grant them. This is not a State of Retributi- 
on, and therefore many things that might gra- 


tify us, are at preſent with-held, as unfit for 


us; * and nothing could be a greater Curſe, 


than to grant us every thing that our fancies 


might deſire, or wiſh for, in this State of Dar- 


nels and Imperfection: Whereas in a State of 
Recompence, the Deſires will not exceed the 


Injoyments. 


Thus we may know, that God will anſwer 
Prayers without immediate Viſions or Revelati- 
025, or without any ſuch Impreſſions, as may 
intimate to us our preſent Acceptance. 


I will only add that the fervent Prayer of 


the righteous Man, may be rationally expected 
to avail for others; inaſmuch as when God 
grants ſuch Requeſts, he grants them becauſe 
the things petition'd for, are wiſe and proper 
and rational in themſelves, (without which 
Circumſtances he will never grant any Re- 


queſt,) and becauſe of his great Love to Piety, 


which he rewards, honours, and encourages, 


* Zeu RAO, T ler ETA KA £VY hots Kel AVEURT Os 
| Api ide, Ta ds Seuvn t vyoperos @T&ASE O16. 
| The Prayer of the cautious Poet i in Plato. 
7 ptima da nobis, ſeu te, Pater, illa rogemus, 
Set non; & contra nocitura rogitantibus arce. 


Sce Satemat, Satyrs. 
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by thus gratifying the pions Man, and re- 


garding the Interceſſions of the Virtuous and 


Holy. | 
This, underſtood in a more noble and ex- 
alted Senſe, may in ſome Meaſure point out 


to us the Reaſonableneſs and Prevalency of the 


Interceſſion of our great high Prieſt, and Advocate 


with the Father, Yeſus C hrift the righteons, 


whois able to ſave to the uttermoſt, all thoſe hat 


come unto God thro' him, ſeeing he ever liveth, 


making continual Interceſſton for them. 
As I have laid before you the Solxtion, al- 


| low me to conclude with ſome Corollarjes. 


Corol. I. The Objections of the Sceptics 
are not inſuperable; and particularly tis a- 
tional to pray to an infinitely wiſe, good, and 
anchangeable God, inaſmuch as Prayer tranſ- 
forms us into his moral Image, and plants or 


cheriſhes ſuch a Frame of Soul, as, accord- 


ing to the wiſe Scheme of Providence, he will 
vouchſafe to bleſs. 

Corol. II. If God would beſtow all other 
Bleſſings upon us, without our praying for 
them, twould be an unſpeakable Detriment 


to us; if we thereby loſt that pious and hum- 
ble, refign'd and obedient Temper, that Senſe 
of God and Religion, and of the Strength of 


OUT 
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our Obligations to Virtue and Holineſs, which 
are acquired and promoted by frequent 
Prayer. 

Corol. III. 'Tis abſurd to pray in an un- 
known Tongue. And the fame holds of ſuch 
Expreſſions as have no fixed Meaning; for 
tis not enough that God underſtands, Men 


muſt alſo underſtand, or elſe they can't Join 
in the Prayer. 


Corol. IV. * Tis not Words but 7. houghts 
that are to be looked upon as our Prayers. 
Thus God and Man regard the Wiſhes and 
Deſires of the Heart, as the only genuine and : 
ſincere Prayer. I own that an addreſſing God 


* Vir bonus, omne forum quem ſpeFat, & omne Tribunal, 
© uandocunqu? Deos vel Porco, vel Bove placat ; 
Jane Pater, clare, clarè quum dixit, Apollo: 
Labra movet, metuens audiri, Palchra Laverna 
Da mihi fallere, da juſtum ſandumque videri : 
NoGem Peccatis, & fraudibus objice nubem. 
Hor. Ep. ad Quintum. 


Haud cuivis promptum eſt, murmurque hunuleſque ſuſtrro: 
Tollere de Templo ; & aperto vivere voto. 5 
Mens bona, fama, Fides, he: clare & ut audit boſyes - 
Illa ſibi introrſum, & ſub Lingua immurniutral, O ſi 
Ebullit Patrui præclarum funus; & O ſi 
Sub Roſtro crepet Argenti mihi ſeria detro 
Hercule! Pupillumve utinam, quem proximus hæres 
Impello, expungam! & c. & c. &c. . 
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with our Wiſhes is the common Notion of 

Prayer; but I am fatisfy'd, that God regards 
the habitual Bent and Inclination of the Soul, 

(whether Covetouſneſs, Ambition, or Volup- 

tuouſneſs) more than tranſſent Petitions, tho- 

they ſhould be, for the time, ſincere ; and 

conſequently much more than the moſt * ele- 

gant Forms, or the moſt devout Expreſſions, 
that are not accompany d with internal Deſires. 
Our Thoughts are our Prayers, which God 

can underſtand as well without Words as 

with them, and according to our habitual 

Diſpoſition may we expect to be treated both 
here and hereafter. 

Corol. V. How vain muſt. it be to pray, 
whilſt Men are devoted to Vice and Im- 
morality ? When you make many Prayers, I 
will hide mine Eyes from ou. Hur Hands 

are full of Blood, II. i. 15. If I regard Iniqui- 
ty in my Heart, the Lord will not hear me. 


But inaſmuch as a decent and agrecable performance 
of this great Duty ſhows a greater Reverence and Re- 
gard for God and Divine Things, and very much recom- 
mends Religion among Men; I would recommend Dr. 
Watts's Guide for Prayer, & c. to all ſuch as are deſirous of 
Aſſiſtance in performing thi Duty with Honour and De- 
cency, Eaſe and Elegance; for there may be as much 
Fervency, and leſs Confuſion, where there is the moſt juſt 
and happy Manner of Expreſſion. _ 


C3417: 

PE, leviii. 18. The Lord is far from the Wick- 
ed, but he heareth the Prayer of the Upright. 
Prov. xv. 28. He that turneth away his Ear 
From hearing the Law, his Prayer ſhall be Abo- 
mination. Prov. xxviii. 9. The (moſt coſtly) 
Sacrifice of. the Wicked + an Abomi nation to the 
Lord; but the Prayer of the Upright is his 
Delight. Prov. xv 8. Now we know that God 
heareth not Sinners, but if any be a Morſbip- 
fer of God, and doth his Will, him he heareth. 
„„ Ä 


Nay, Perſons guilty of notorious Wicked- 
nels have been ſometimes ſo ſear'd in their 
Conſciences, and ſtruck with the Horrour of 
their Guilt, that they have not been able 
to pray, with any Hopes of Succeſs and Ac- 
ceptance. And, indeed, unleſs Men deſire 
to promote their Repentance, and increaſe 
their virtuous Diſpoſitions, and contract or 
confirm an Habit of Piety and Holinefs, 
by their ſtated Devotions, they had &'en as 
good ne'er pretend to them. 


But if any Perion deſires to cultivate a 
Likeneſs to God, and a Conformity to his 
Will, they can't take a more proper Method 
than that of frequent, feryent Prayer. And 

there's 
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there's no Man * fo likely to be heard and 


accepted, as he that has this praying Frame 
and Temper of Spirit. 

In a Word, if Prayer make us better Men, 
it of Courſe renders us more acceptable un- 
to God. And Anſwers to Prayer are not to 
be looked upon as extorted by Importunity, 
or as the Conſequence of much Speaking; but 


as the Effects and Inſtances of God's uni- 
form and continued Love to the pious and 


virtuous, which Piety and Virtue * won- 
drouſly promoted by daily Prayer. 
Such holy Men, wanting a thoro' Know- 


ledge of + Futurity, may ask for things 


improper ; but ſuch things the wiſe and good 
God in Mercy denies them. 
And bleffed are they that keep his 8 


ments | They have infinite Wiſdom and Good- 
neſs to chuſe for them, infinite Power and Un- 


Cultus autem Pons eſt optimus, idemque caſtiſſimus, at- 


que ſanfiſſimus, ut eos ſemper pura, integrd, argue ee 
nente & voce deneramur. Cicero. 


Compoſetum Fus, faſque animi, ſancteſque Receſſus 
Mentis, & incoctum generoſo Pectus hone ſto, 5 
Hec cedo ut admoveam templis ; & farre litabo. Perſius. 


ft Permittes ipſis expendere numinibus, quid 
Conveniat nobis, rehuſque ſit utile noſtris; 
Nam pro jucundis utilia quæque dab unt Dii: 
Charior eſt illis homo quam ſibi; &. Juvenal. 
change- 


s 4 
thaugeableveſs engaged for their Welfare! In 
Proſperity and Adverſity they have a ſure 
and faithful Friend ! In Sickneſs, and at the 
Hour of Death, they know in whom they have 
truſted; and may enter upon another State 
undiſmay'd, commending their Spirits into 
his Hands, in whoſe joyous Preſence they 
hope to ſpend the Ages of Eternity. 

Let this encourage us to be frequently up- 
on our Knees, that we may keep up a con- 
tinual Senſe of God's Preſence with us. This 
will not ſuffer us to lie long in any Sin, nor to 
be fatisfy'd with low Degrees of Virtue and 
Holineſs ; this will keep us ſerious and ſober- 
minded, and adminiſter Comfort to us, when 
our praying Seaſons in this World ſhall be no 
more. 1 8 


Your Aﬀefionate, Humble Servant, 
d 
1 : G. BENSON. 
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